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SE C TIO N  A : R ead ing

Yo u  shou ld spend  about 40  m inutes on  this section .

R ead  the following passage carefu lly and then answer the questions w hich  follow  on  page 3.

W elcom e
to

A ustralia

B ecause w e know  so  little about it, perhaps a few  facts w ould be in order.

A ustralia is the w orld�s six th largest country  and  its largest island . It is the only  island  that is also  a
continent, and the only  continent that is also  a country. It w as the first continen t conquered from  the
sea, and  the last. It is the only  nation  that began  as a p rison .

It is the hom e of the largest liv ing  th ing  on  earth, The G reat Barrier R eef, and of the m ost fam ous
and strik ing m onolith , Ayers R ock  (or U luru to  use its now  official, m ore respectful A boriginal
nam e). It has m ore things that w ill kill you  than anyw here  else. O f the w orld�s ten  m ost poisonous
snakes, all a re A ustralian . F ive of its creatures �  the funnel-w eb sp ider, box  jellyfish, blue-ringed
octopus, paralysis tick  and stonefish � are the m ost letha l of their type in  the w orld. This is a country
w here even the fluffiest of caterpillars can  paralyse you w ith  a toxic n ip, w here seashells w ill no t
just sting you  but actually som etim es go for you . P ick up  an innocuous coneshell from  a Q ueensland
beach, as innocent tourists are all too  eager to  do, and you w ill d iscover that the little fellow  inside
is no t just astoundingly  sw ift and  testy, but exceedingly venom ous. If you  are no t stung or pronged
to death in som e unexpected  m anner, you  m ay be fatally  chom ped by  sharks or crocodiles, or
carried help lessly  out to sea by irresistible currents, o r left to  stagger to  an  unhappy death  in  the
baking outback. It�s a tough p lace.  

A nd it is o ld. For 60  m illion years, since the form ation  of the G rea t D iv iding R ange, A ustra lia  has
been all but silen t geologically, w hich has allow ed it to  preserve  m any of the o ldest th ings ever
found on earth �  the m ost ancien t rocks and  fossils, the earliest anim al tracks and riverbeds, the  first
fain t signs of life itself. A t som e undeterm ined  point in the great im m ensity of its past � perhaps
45,000 years ago, perhaps 60 ,000 , but certain ly before  there w ere m odern hum ans in the A m ericas
or Europe �  it w as qu ietly invaded by  a deeply inscru table people, the A borigines, w ho have no
clearly ev ident racial or linguistic kinsh ip to  their neighbours in the  region, and w hose presence in
A ustralia can be explained only  by  presum ing that they  invented and m astered ocean-going  cra ft at
least 30,000 years in  advance of anyone e lse in  order to undertake an  exodus, and then forgot or
abandoned nearly  a ll that they  had  lea rned  and  scarcely  ever bothered  w ith  the open  sea  again.

It is an  accom plishm ent so  singular and ex traord inary  that m ost h istories breeze over it in  a
paragraph  or tw o, then m ove on  to  the second , m ore explicable invasion  �  the one that beg ins w ith
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the  arrival of C aptain  Jam es C ook and  h is doughty  little sh ip H M S Endeavour in B otany Bay in
1770. N ever m ind tha t C aptain  Cook d idn�t discover A ustralia and that he w asn�t even  a cap tain at
the  tim e of h is v isit. For m ost people, includ ing  m ost A ustralians, th is is w here the story  begins.

The w orld  those first E nglishm en found  w as fam ously  inverted  �  its seasons back  to  fron t, its
constellations upside dow n � and unlike anyth ing  that any  of them  had  seen before, even in  the near
latitudes of the Pacific. Its c reatures seem  to  have  evolved as if they had m isread  the m anual. The
m ost characteristic of them  didn�t run  or lope or can ter, bu t bounced across the  landscape , like
dropped  balls. The continent teem ed w ith unlikely life. It contained  a  fish  that could  clim b trees; a
fox that flew  (it w as actually a very la rge bat); crustaceans so big  that a grow n m an could  clim b
inside their she lls.

In  short, there  w as no place in  the w orld  like it. There still isn�t. E ighty per cen t of all that lives in
A ustralia, plan t and anim al, exists now here else. M ore than  th is, it exists in an abundance  that seem s
incom patib le  w ith  the harshness of the environm ent. A ustralia is the driest, flattest, hottest, m ost
desicca ted, in fertile and c lim atically  aggressive  of all the inhabited  continents. (O nly  A ntarctica is
m ore hostile to  life.) T his is a place so  inert that even the soil is, technically speaking, a fossil. A nd
yet it teem s w ith  life in num bers uncounted. For insects alone, scientists haven�t the fain test idea
w hether the to ta l num ber of species is 100,000 or m ore  than  tw ice that. A s m any as a third of those
species rem ain en tirely  unknow n to  science. For sp iders the  proportion  rises to  80  per cen t.

You take m y point again , I�m  sure. This is a country  that is at once staggering ly em pty and  yet
packed  w ith stuff. Interesting stuff, anc ient stuff, stu ff not readily  expla ined . Stuff yet to be found .

Trust m e, th is is an in teresting  place.

1 . Som e of the creatures described in paragraph tw o are obviously  dangerous w hile others appear
harm less. C hoose tw o creatures w hich  appear to  be harm less and show  how  they  are presented  as
dangerous.

(4 )

2 . Look again at lines 20 �  31 of Welcom e to Australia . Explain , in  your ow n w ords, w hat w e learn
about the A borigines.

(4 )

3 . H ow  does the w riter convince us that there is no  place in  the w orld like A ustra lia? 

In  your answ er you should  w rite about:

the  language used by the w riter
the  selection and presentation of inform ation .

You should refer closely  to  the passage  to  support your answ er. You m ay include brief quota tions.
(12)

TO TA L FO R  SEC T IO N  A : 20  M A R K S

M 22150A 3 Turn  over

30

35

40

45

Û²¹ïìðïêïÁÓîîïëðßò̄ ¼̈  ðïñðîñîððë  ðèæíì  Ð¿¹» í


